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Lumbee River EMC    Carolina Country   AUGUST  2009   21Your Touchstone Energy® CooperativeElectric Membership CorporationLumbee RiverT he United States House of Representatives passed the American Clean Energy and Security Act of 2009 (ACES; also called the Waxman-Markey climate change bill) in June by a vote of 219-212. Action now moves to the U.S. Senate. If the Senate approves the American Clean Energy and Security Act of 2009 (HR 2454) as it is currently written, cooperative members could see a dramatic increase in their utility bills.Electric cooperatives all over the country achieved enough compromise in the House bill that co-op members agreed not to oppose the legislation. But we did not support it 100 percent either. Electric cooperative members are firmly agreed that any future bill that comes out of the U.S. Senate must be workable, affordable, and flexible. Much change will need to occur before electric cooperative members are well-served by such a law.Lumbee River EMC, along with hundreds of other cooperatives across the country, has worked hard to educate legislators about the importance of keeping electricity affordable, and we have had some success. We will continue our work to remind senators and the administration that cost does matter, and they should not pass measures that put too heavy a burden on consumers.Log onto www.ourenergy.coop and join the millions of cooperative members across the country who have chosen to let their voices be heard. Together, we can make a difference.Here’s how the vote played out among North Carolina Representatives:Aye – Butterfield, Etheridge, Miller,     Price, Shuler, WattNay – Coble, Foxx, Jones, Kissell,     McHenry, McIntyre, MyrickU.S. House Passes Climate Change BillAUGUST 2009   MEMBER NEWSLETTER NRECA’s Position Statement On BillN ational Rural Electric Cooperative Association CEO Glenn English made the following statement after the House passed HR 2454, the “American Clean Energy and Security Act of 2009” (ACES):NRECA appreciates the improvements that have been made by the House to H.R. 2454 to make the bill more affordable and fair than the initial versions of the bill. NRECA thanks all the Members of the House who have worked to address electric cooperatives’ concerns throughout this process. We have much work ahead of us and must continue to improve this bill before it is enacted into law.continued on page 24 








