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Your Touchstone Energy® Cooperative

Electric Membership Corporation
Lumbee River

In August 2007 the North Carolina 
Legislature enacted a law requiring that 

electric cooperatives like Lumbee River 
EMC deliver 10 percent of our electricity 
from renewable sources such as solar, wind 
and biomass by 2018. 

We will comply with the REPS 
requirement in a number of ways, including 
the implementation of energy efficiency 
measures, the use of renewable fuels in 
existing electric generating facilities, the 
generation of power at new renewable 
energy facilities, the purchase of power from 
renewable energy facilities and the purchase 
of renewable energy certificates. 

While we will continue to look for 
affordable sources of these generation 
types, our primary focus at the moment 
is on energy efficiency gains. This is 
currently the cheapest way for us to meet 
the mandates in this law. Helping you save 
energy not only works toward meeting 

the REPS mandate, it saves money. Here 
are some ways we are achieving our 
REPS goals: 

• Selling energy-saving compact fluo-
rescent lights (CFLs) at a cost savings 
over what you can purchase them at 
retail stores

• Offering rebates for the purchase of 
ENERGY STAR® rated clothes washers, 
refrigerator/freezers and dishwashers

• Offering information on no-cost and 
low cost energy efficiency measures in 
our monthly newsletters and on the Web

• Working with businesses in our ser-
vice area to help them find energy effi-
ciency solutions for their operations

• Partnering with the U.S. Department of 
Energy’s ENERGY STAR® program to 
enhance our energy efficiency and con-
servation programs to help residential 
and business members conserve energy, 
save money, and improve comfort

• Conducting energy efficiency presen-
tations and demonstrations at schools 
and for community groups 

• Joining GreenCo Solutions, a not-for-
profit company formed by a majority 
of cooperatives across the state to 
focus on energy efficiency initiatives 
and renewable resources

• Continue to keep an eye on this news-
letter for many new programs that will 
help you use electricity more efficiently

Recouping the cost 
to meet state mandates
To offset the money Lumbee River EMC is 
required to spend to meet these mandates, 
Lumbee River EMC members will see a new 
line on their bill. The charge will appear as 
“NC Renewable Energy Charge” on your bill 
within the next two months. The mandate 
requires the standards to be met, but only 
if that can be achieved under maximum 
spending caps. The cap is set at $10 for 
residential members from 2008–2010.  For 
commercial and industrial members the cap 
for this same period is set at $50. 

The REPS charge applies to all 
cooperative members on a per meter basis 
for the recovery of costs associated with 
meeting the REPS standard, up to the cap. 
This charge will only be adjusted on an 
annual basis. It is important to remember 
that renewable energy resources are more 
expensive than traditional generation 
facilities. Lumbee River continues to 
work to meet these legislative mandates 
while keeping your cost of energy as low 
as possible.

Renewable Energy Law 
What We Are Doing To Meet Mandates
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